NEOTYPE

EOTYPE began in 1976 as a lettering project when
SIX STYLES I I | was a student studying commercial art. In fact, it EXTENSIVE LANGUAGE SUPPORT

: was my first attempt at designing a typeface. We

DEOTVDE Thlﬂ had been doing various styles of calligraphy in the class, ~
NeoTYpe L|CI AT and | was particularly fascinated by uncial script—the pre- EgaEgDB
cursor to our modern lower- = o
NEOT yDG RECIULaR case alphabet—which dates é%%%@ﬁjﬂﬂ%ﬂé@ %KaLa DB
neo-rype SemiboLd back to the 4th to 8th century me@@@@ r

in Europe. | hit on the idea of

neoType bold : RETCUVIY DINGBATS
TYD adapting the formsto a modern E@}/Z )

4 . . 456
neo.rype heaW geometric design—the kind @@:ﬁL%E@)Z .O.D<>

of design that had become
popular by the mid-seventies. | was especially inspired
HYBRID CAPITAL/UNCIAL DESIGN by the alphabets | found in Letraset and Mecanorma rub- * % a * %

down type catalogs. % After making a few sketches of the 2
HYBRID TYPE letters | would need to draw and some sample words, | @(5 i%
went straight to drawing it

h bRid c y E da ADBBCdD$ on a 36"x24" sheet of cold-
y p EEF qhHl]KLl—E pressed illustration board ARROWS
MNOPQQARSTTY with a compass, a set of
ARBITRARY FRACTIONS CUVWLU XZ )|-:/,I circle templates, a straight- 9 N & l( (— R ? 7'

p edge, a T-square, triangles,

]23/456 9 ]23/4 56 k345678900 a non-photo-blue pencil, ‘ a $
black ink, and Koh-I-Noor Rapidigraph technical pens. & |
got an A, but more importantly, | got a taste of type design

and fell in love with it. *k Serendipitously, after discover-
ing an issue of International Typeface Corporation’s U&/c.

in the graphics classroom, | also learned that you could Neotype
actually get paid to design typefaces. | decided then and was designed by
there that someday, somehow, | wanted to become a type Mark Simonson
designer. € Fifty years later, to commemorate the anniver- in 1976 revised and
sary, | posted the story to my blog and social media, which expanded in 2026

prompted a query from one of my followers. He asked if |
had digitized the design and was | planning to release it?
| had digitized it in 2017 (for fun) and even corrected and
modified it a bit (it was my first typeface, after all, and it had
some issues). But to release it? % | asked the fine folks at
The Type Founders about the idea, and they liked it. | set
aboutto expand the weightrange (the original style became
Semibold) and and the character set. & It's very much a
throwback to the 1970s—a revival of a typeface that was
never released, by a 20-year-old wannabe type designer. It
would have blown my mind. —MARK SIMONSON
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NEOTYPE REGULAR
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NEOTYPE REGULAR
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NEOTYPE semMibold
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NEOTYPE semMibold
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NEOTYpE bold
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NEOTYPE heavy
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EOTYPE EXamples
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