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neotypeTHE
STORY

OF

 Neotype began in 1976 as a lettering project when 
I was a student studying commercial art. In fact, it 
was my first attempt at designing a typeface. We 

had been doing various styles of calligraphy in the class, 
and I was particularly fascinated by uncial script—the pre-
cursor to our modern lower-
case alphabet—which dates 
back to the 4th to 8th century 
in Europe. I hit on the idea of 
adapting the forms to a modern 
geometric design—the kind 
of design that had become 
popular by the mid-seventies. I was especially inspired 
by the alphabets I found in Letraset and Mecanorma rub-
down type catalogs. ✯ After making a few sketches of the 
letters I would need to draw and some sample words, I 

went straight to drawing it 
on a 36″×24″ sheet of cold-
pressed illustration board 
with a compass, a set of 
circle templates, a straight-
edge, a T-square, triangles, 
a non-photo-blue pencil, 

black ink, and Koh-I-Noor Rapidigraph technical pens. ☞ I 
got an A, but more importantly, I got a taste of type design 
and fell in love with it. ✻ Serendipitously, after discover-
ing an issue of International Typeface Corporation’s U&lc. 
in the graphics classroom, I also learned that you could 
actually get paid to design typefaces. I decided then and 
there that someday, somehow, I wanted to become a type 
designer. ❁ Fifty years later, to commemorate the anniver-
sary, I posted the story to my blog and social media, which 
prompted a query from one of my followers. He asked if I 
had digitized the design and was I planning to release it? 
I had digitized it in 2017 (for fun) and even corrected and 
modified it a bit (it was my first typeface, after all, and it had 
some issues). But to release it? ✯ I asked the fine folks at 
The Type Founders about the idea, and they liked it. I set 
about to expand the weight range (the original style became 
Semibold) and and the character set. ☞ It’s very much a 
throwback to the 1970s—a revival of a typeface that was 
never released, by a 20-year-old wannabe type designer. It 
would have blown my mind.                      —mark simonson
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Neotype Thin

idealism 
HOTHEADED
modernizing
PREFABRICATOR
désarçonnassiez
REMARQUES AMÉLIORE 
rettet großem unterschlupf
UNGEFÄHR TRAGISCH KUGELSCHREIBER
książę systemu sprawdźmy obozu poważna
TARVELIG KRIGSFØRELSE KONSERVATIV PÅSTAND PRØVELØSLADT 
tannlækninum barátta mikilvægasta varðanna þjónustustúlka saksóknara
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Neotype Light

COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS

ABBCDEFGHIJKKLLMNOPQRRSTTTUVVWWXXYYZ
aaabcdefghijkklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ÁĂÂÄÀĀĄÅÃÆĆČÇĈĊĎĐÐÉĔĚÊËĖÈĒĘƏĞĜĢĠĤ
ÍĬÎÏİÌĪĮĨĲ�JĴĶĶĹĽĻĿŁ�����ŃŇŅŊÓŎÔÖÒŐŌØÕŒ

ÞŔŘŖ���ŚŠŞŜȘẞŦŤŢȚ��������ÚŬÛÜÙŰŪŲŮŨ
ẂŴẄẀ��������ÝŶŸỲ����ŹŽŻ

LATIN LOWERCASE

áăâäàāąåã������������������æćčçĉċ
ďđðéĕěêëėèēęəğĝģġħĥıíĭîïìīįĩ�ȷ�ĵķķĺľļŀłńňņñŋ

óŏôöòőōøõœŕřŗśšşŝșßŧťţțúŭûüù
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Neotype light

grafter 
OUTBREAKS
magnetising
EXTRAPOLATING
particulièrement
TIRÉE RISQUES AGAÇAIS 
kleidsam straßentauglichkeit
SIEBEN FLOSS GESÜNDER GEZWEIFELT
pamiętam info zoo umysłu ciężkie prędkość
OVERVÅGNINGEN SNIGSKYTTER BLADET SPRÆNGNING SØMÆND 
aðdáendur karla fyrirtækjum karlmanns bremsurnar neo andstæðingur
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Neotype light

COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS

ABBCDEFGHIJKKLLMNOPQRRSTTTUVVWWXXYYZ
aaabcdefghijkklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ÁĂÂÄÀĀĄÅÃÆĆČÇĈĊĎĐÐÉĔĚÊËĖÈĒĘƏĞĜĢĠĤ
ÍĬÎÏİÌĪĮĨĲ�JĴĶĶĹĽĻĿŁ�����ŃŇŅŊÓŎÔÖÒŐŌØÕŒ

ÞŔŘŖ���ŚŠŞŜȘẞŦŤŢȚ��������ÚŬÛÜÙŰŪŲŮŨ
ẂŴẄẀ��������ÝŶŸỲ����ŹŽŻ

LATIN LOWERCASE

áăâäàāąåã������������������æćčçĉċ
ďđðéĕěêëėèēęəğĝģġħĥıíĭîïìīįĩ�ȷ�ĵķķĺľļŀłńňņñŋ
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Neotype Regular

garbled 
ABRASIVELY
peacemaker
ATMOSPHERICS
défonça touches
NOIRE MAGNÉTOPHONE 
europas größere lokführer
KOPFÜBER MALERSCHULE SCHWÄCHE
września pieniędzmi krótko przeze różnicy
ÅRSDAG TRÆK BLODPRØVE INDKOMMENDE ULTIMATIVE MODEL 
llamo campana casey ponle resulte acompañado enfrentarse pretendes
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Neotype regular

COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS

ABBCDEFGHIJKKLLMNOPQRRSTTTUVVWWXXYYZ
aaabcdefghijkklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ÁĂÂÄÀĀĄÅÃÆĆČÇĈĊĎĐÐÉĔĚÊËĖÈĒĘƏĞĜĢĠĤ
ÍĬÎÏİÌĪĮĨĲ�JĴĶĶĹĽĻĿŁ�����ŃŇŅŊÓŎÔÖÒŐŌØÕŒ

ÞŔŘŖ���ŚŠŞŜȘẞŦŤŢȚ��������ÚŬÛÜÙŰŪŲŮŨ
ẂŴẄẀ��������ÝŶŸỲ����ŹŽŻ

LATIN LOWERCASE

áăâäàāąåã������������������æćčçĉċ
ďđðéĕěêëėèēęəğĝģġħĥıíĭîïìīįĩ�ȷ�ĵķķĺľļŀłńňņñŋ
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Neotype semibold

dreams 
FRAGRANCE
formulated
TRANQUILIZERS
temporairement
ARAIGNÉES DÉCOINÇAIS 
schreiber nachschub beißen
BESSEREN KAPIERST GRÜNSCHNABEL
poważnie byście wyciągnąć udziału pokład
NEDGØRE VÆLTER SKYLDIG FORSTOPPELSE BONDEGÅRD LYNET 
veréis tendido pegada míranos ayudara español formar preguntárselo
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Neotype semibold

COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS

ABBCDEFGHIJKKLLMNOPQRRSTTTUVVWWXXYYZ
aaabcdefghijkklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ÁĂÂÄÀĀĄÅÃÆĆČÇĈĊĎĐÐÉĔĚÊËĖÈĒĘƏĞĜĢĠĤ
ÍĬÎÏİÌĪĮĨĲ�JĴĶĶĹĽĻĿŁ�����ŃŇŅŊÓŎÔÖÒŐŌØÕŒ

ÞŔŘŖ���ŚŠŞŜȘẞŦŤŢȚ��������ÚŬÛÜÙŰŪŲŮŨ
ẂŴẄẀ��������ÝŶŸỲ����ŹŽŻ

LATIN LOWERCASE

áăâäàāąåã������������������æćčçĉċ
ďđðéĕěêëėèēęəğĝģġħĥıíĭîïìīįĩ�ȷ�ĵķķĺľļŀłńňņñŋ
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Neotype bold

parleys 
LAPIDARIES
quintuplets
ELECTROTYPES
faudrait dessiné
VÉGÉTARIEN CARENÇÂT 
wahn fußboden schrecklich
STADTVIERTEL BÜFFEL MAGENSÄURE
motociclisti sperimentale inclusi sbagliati
MIETJES WERKTIJD GEWAARDEERD ZWAARDEN RÖNTGENFOTO 
zessen beroemdheden tippen verwoestte briefje prijs bekentenis struik
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Neotype bold

COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS

ABBCDEFGHIJKKLLMNOPQRRSTTTUVVWWXXYYZ
aaabcdefghijkklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ÁĂÂÄÀĀĄÅÃÆĆČÇĈĊĎĐÐÉĔĚÊËĖÈĒĘƏĞĜĢĠĤ
ÍĬÎÏİÌĪĮĨĲ�JĴĶĶĹĽĻĿŁ�����ŃŇŅŊÓŎÔÖÒŐŌØÕŒ

ÞŔŘŖ���ŚŠŞŜȘẞŦŤŢȚ��������ÚŬÛÜÙŰŪŲŮŨ
ẂŴẄẀ��������ÝŶŸỲ����ŹŽŻ

LATIN LOWERCASE

áăâäàāąåã������������������æćčçĉċ
ďđðéĕěêëėèēęəğĝģġħĥıíĭîïìīįĩ�ȷ�ĵķķĺľļŀłńňņñŋ
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Neotype heavy

olympia 
CLOUDLESS
kafkaesque
VOCABULARIES
obscurité pirate
ÉCRIVAIN FAÇONNERAIS 
großbritannien scandaloso
VERBANDKASTEN LÖWENZAHNBLÜTE
lascerai uniformi guarita possono casinò
SENGA ORDFØREREN HÅNDKLE ASSISTERENDE INTERESSERER 
betydningen overbevisende overlykkelig forandringer uvitenhet lånet
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Neotype heavy

COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS

ABBCDEFGHIJKKLLMNOPQRRSTTTUVVWWXXYYZ
aaabcdefghijkklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ÁĂÂÄÀĀĄÅÃÆĆČÇĈĊĎĐÐÉĔĚÊËĖÈĒĘƏĞĜĢĠĤ
ÍĬÎÏİÌĪĮĨĲ�JĴĶĶĹĽĻĿŁ�����ŃŇŅŊÓŎÔÖÒŐŌØÕŒ

ÞŔŘŖ���ŚŠŞŜȘẞŦŤŢȚ��������ÚŬÛÜÙŰŪŲŮŨ
ẂŴẄẀ��������ÝŶŸỲ����ŹŽŻ

LATIN LOWERCASE

áăâäàāąåã������������������æćčçĉċ
ďđðéĕěêëėèēęəğĝģġħĥıíĭîïìīįĩ�ȷ�ĵķķĺľļŀłńňņñŋ
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foundaTion

galaxy

2001:
a space
odyssey

 star
TReK

ENDER’s GAME

DUNE MESSIAH

Neotype examples

quest


